Coe-Brown Northwood Academy: Summer Reading List for 11th Grade
Students, please find the class you are registered to take next year for the appropriate book assignment. We
encourage you to take notes, as you will be able to use these on your tests, paper or presentation. Notes must be
handwritten, not typed. You will be writing about your summer reading during the first weeks of school.
The English Department has carefully chosen these texts for relevancy to the course and scrutinized them for
their appropriateness. However, should your parents or guardians object to the book assignment, please email
ahazen@coebrown.org, adepalma@coebrown.org, ausinger@coebrown.org or elent@coebrown.org by July 15th
for an alternate selection from the English Department.

English 11 General (1 book required)
Please choose ONE grade-appropriate book to read.*

English 11 College Prep (2 books required)
Any ONE work of American literature*
Any ONE work of contemporary nonfiction*
(Your choices must be grade-appropriate.)

American Studies
Please see specifics towards the end of this document.

English 11 Honors (3 books required)
Please read Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer
AND
Any ONE work of American literature*
Any ONE work of contemporary nonfiction*
(Your choices must be grade-appropriate.)

English 11 AP English Language and Composition (3 books required)
Please read The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown
AND
Any ONE work of American literature*
Any ONE work of contemporary nonfiction*
(Your choices must be grade-appropriate.)

*Check the “DO NOT READ LIST” on the CBNA webpage to be sure you are not choosing a text already within the curriculum.

Suggestions for English 11 Summer Reading, General, CP, Honors and AP
Classic American Literature:
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote
My Antonia by Willa Cather
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway
For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest Hemingway
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving
The Portrait of a Lady by Henry James
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
Beloved by Toni Morrison
The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
East of Eden by John Steinbeck
Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut
The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton
The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton
The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X

Contemporary Nonfiction:
The Worst Hard Time by Timothy Egan
Made in America by Bill Bryson
Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness by Susannah Cahalan
Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond
The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell
Hiroshima by John Hersey
October Sky by Homer Hickam
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer
On Writing by Stephen King
Salt: A World History by Mark Kurlansky
The Color of Water by James McBride
Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick
The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan
Stiff by Mary Roach
Soldier Girls by Helen Thorpe
The Wordy Shipmates by Sara Vowell
All Souls by Michael Patrick MacDonald

You may also choose books not on this list. Feel free to email your teacher if you would like feed-back or
guidance.

American Studies
Summer Assignments 2017-18
Welcome to American Studies! We are looking forward to working with you in the next school year in
an exciting and innovative look at more than three hundred years of American history and literature.
Summer assignments will enable all of us to begin the year with a common focus, and enrich our
early class time, so that we do not need to spend the first few days becoming acquainted with the
material before launching into analysis, writing and discussion. So, as part of your preparation for
American Studies, you are expected to do the following:





Purchase a composition book for use as a writing journal – Typed notes or loose-leaf
binders will not be accepted. Please have hand written notes – we are old school!
Read The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain (available at libraries and
bookstores. You can also sign a copy out from Mrs. Lent or Ms. Kennedy for the summer if
you wish.)
Read Hiroshima by John Hersey (available at libraries and bookstores. You can also sign
a copy out from Mrs. Lent or Ms. Kennedy for the summer if you wish.)
Visit a museum of your choice

Here are the details of what you are supposed to do as you read and visit. Completed journals
will be checked and collected on the FIRST day of class. The three grades for your journal will
be used in place of the traditional summer reading tests at the start of the school year. You
may be expected to write a short essay on each of books on the first or second day of class.
You will be able to use your journal to complete the essays.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
We will evaluate understanding of this novel at the start of the year, but the discussion of the book will
not take place until we reach the unit that focuses on the later years of the Nineteenth Century. It is,
therefore, crucial that your notes be thorough, as you will need to refer to them several months after
completing the assignment. Your notes should include a detailed summary of the plot. You should
organize your notes based on the chapters of the book. Chapter numbers should be on the entries.
In addition to summarizing content, you should be questioning and responding to the following:
 What kind of impact do you think this novel had when published? Is the book a form of
social protest?
 What do you know about the time period in which the book was written?
 Does the novel seem to be a commentary on American life at the time?
 What point might the author have wanted to address by writing this book?
 What questions are you left with as you read each chapter? Are your questions
answered?
Your reading journal for this book will be graded on the thoroughness of your notes and
evidence that you are questioning and thinking.
Hiroshima
Keep thorough notes on each section of the book as we will be discussing this account when we get
to WW II. As you write in your journal, address the following:
 Character names in each section. What is each character’s situation? How do each of the
subjects react to what has happened to them?
 As an American, why might the author have visited this topic? Why might the author have

had “despair and relief” when he initially heard the bomb had been dropped?
 How does Chapter Five complicate or reinforce the picture of Japanese/American
relations?
 In writing this book, what point was the author trying to get across to his readers?
Your reading journal for this book will also be assessed when we return from the summer. Be
sure to be thorough with your questioning and thinking. Plan to have a minimum of 10 pages
of notes for this novel.
Museum Visit – This part of your journal will be a test grade.
This part of the summer assignment is an exercise of a different nature. Museums are a wonderful
resource for learning about objects from the past. Choose a museum to visit. There are many fine
museums in the area to choose from - The Museum of NH History in Concord, The Wright Museum in
Wolfeboro, Strawberry Banke in Portsmouth, Sarah Orne Jewett House in Berwick, ME, The Hood
Museum in Hanover, The Currier Gallery of Art in Manchester, The Frost Farm in Derry - or if you are
feeling adventurous, museums in Salem, MA and Boston have much to offer. Spend at least an hour
in a gallery of your choice. Walk around at first and just look. As you stop at the various displays,
ask yourself, "What do I see?" Select two objects from the museum gallery (Yes, they can be from
different sections of the museum.) and record the answers to that question in your journal. How good
an observer are you? This is an exercise where you are encouraged to list as much as you notice,
without worrying about what is significant or insignificant. Looking and noticing are the key elements
in this exercise. Once you have made as complete a list as possible, move on to the final step. Ask
yourself what you might consider to be important about this object. What has it to do with the culture
of America in its specific time period? It is also very important that you identify the object with the
exhibit label and the museum in which you found the artifacts that you describe. These reflections
should be at least one page in length.
Important! Include a brochure or ticket stub from the museum that you visit. Attach this artifact to
your notebook somehow.
Please feel free to contact Mrs. Lent or Ms. Kennedy through school email if you have any
questions about the summer assignments.

Remember –
“The fool wonders, the wise man asks.” (Benjamin Disraeli)
Have a thoughtful, reflective and restful summer!

